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Methods of assessment
• S7, S8, S9 project
  Final panel
• PFE S10 Project
• Continuous assessment and final report
• Only students who have passed the 
teaching units of S7, S8, S9 and the PFE are 
authorised to attend the Viva Voce.
• Public PFE Viva Voce                                
(article 34- decree of 02 July 2005)

• S8 Seminar
1st session: Continuous assessment
2nd session: Thesis complement 

• S9 Seminar
1st session: Thesis and Viva Voce
 2nd session: Thesis complement and Viva 

Voce 
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Matter of Thinking 
Profession of Faith 
The Pathway is based on an assumption: Architecture is 
(also) built. The built is not limited to the implementation 
but is based on a theoretical knowledge that allows a 
project to be developed from its materiality.
Materiality is the way of giving meaning to matter 
through a deliberate choice, the atmosphere it shapes, its 
craftsmanship, its belonging to the world of its extraction, 
its transformation, its manufacture, its erudite elaboration 
in the project.

The hypothesis of this inversion, which 
consists in thinking the project through its 
materiality, is a pedagogical tool. It 
obviously does not represent an exclusive 
field of other conceptual approaches to the 
architectural project, but it situates the 
latter in a view that turns the concrete into a 
mode of abstraction, a mode of thinking in 
resonance with the world that is 
transforming itself, with those who are 
transforming it. To abstract from an 
autonomous architecture, absent from the 
realities of the world, in order to anchor the 
project in a theoretical field inscribed in 
society and its actors: a phenomenology of 
the real.

The pleasure of making to (re)think
Developing a pleasure linked to making 
seems to be a challenge since students are 
by essence far from these practices.
But this anchoring in reality is not only a 
condition for thinking about the project, 
but also a way of finding pleasure and 
discovery, a way of reinterpreting practices 
that are supposedly immutable, in order to 
go beyond tautological expressions about 
the place of materials and methods of 
implementation.
It is obviously putting architecture at the 
centre of a creative process from which it is 
increasingly absent, to the benefit of people 
outside the conception process. It means 
considering the construction site as an 
integrated stage in the development of the 
project, which could even be at its origin. It 
means reintegrating the architect into the 
game of actors, into the transformation that 
is taking place between crafts and industry 
in the digital age, that of drawing, of 
representation, but also that of calculation, 
of manufacture, of robotisation: the digital 
tool integrating the order of making but 
determining that of modes of 
conceptualisation, of projection. The factory 
joining the design. 

Architects-engineers: a constrained 
pedagogy 
Students in the Pathway come from three 
different backgrounds:
- architecture students following only the 
‘Matter of Thinking’ Pathway.
- architecture students integrated into the 
‘Matter of Thinking’ Pathway as part of the 
‘Structure and Architecture’ Training 
Programme
- engineering students integrated into the ‘ 
Matter of Thinking’ Pathway as part of the 
‘Structure and Architecture’ Training 
programme. 
This specificity, attached to the student 
profile it engages, orders a particular 
pedagogy which allows the uniting of 
students of architecture and engineering at 
equivalent levels of study. This creates the 
difficulty, however, of bringing together 
students with shared ambitions, but 
disparate abilities. It is worth remembering 
that engineering students from this course 
do not become architects but can then 
pursue a Master’s degree. 
Architectural students who have completed 
this Pathway can, upon admission based on 
their application and interview, continue 
their studies at École des Ponts in three 
years: a one-year refresher course to obtain 
the Math/Mechanics degree, followed by 
two years at École des Ponts.

 


